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MOAB, UT ––Ranger Anderson of the National Park Service down here in Southeast Utah will be 
discussing how Moab’s economic focus evolved from uranium mining to outdoor recreation 
and tourism in a program at the Moab Information Center titled “From Uranium Mines to Red 
Rock Tourism.” Hosted in collaboration with the Moab Museum, National Park Service, and 
Canyonlands Natural History Association, this free program will take place on Thursday March 
12 at 6 PM. 

Ranger Anderson has delivered talks at the Museum in previous years as part of the “Rangers at 
the Museum” summer series, previously focusing on the political establishment of Canyonlands 
National Park.  

“So much of what Moab's economy is today was made possible by the uranium booms and 
busts,” says Programs Director, Megan Vickery. “Mining roads carved out during the boom 
became some of our most popular recreation trails, prospectors looking for riches became tour 
guides and outfitters, and when the population quadrupled, organizers established long-lasting 
community centers and infrastructure, from sidewalks to the library (to the Moab Museum!). 
We're excited to partner with NPS and the MIC to share this essential element of Moab's 
history.” 

With the current exhibition “U92: Moab’s Uranium Legacy” wrapping up in April 2026, the 
Museum team is excited to continue the conversation about the impact of the industry on the 
mainstay of Moab’s present economy: tourism, and specifically, enjoyment of public lands.  

 

# # # 

 

 


