LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:

LOOKING AT THE BUSTLING ACTIVITY OF THIS MODERN, THRIVING COMMUNITY,
IT 1S INEVITABLE THAT ONE'S MIND GOES BACK OVER THE YEARS T0 PICTURE THE
TINY SETTLEMENT IN THE MIDST OF A VAST WILDERNESS THAT USED TO BE MOAB.
AND, STARDING BEFORE THIS SPLENDID, MODERN HOSPITAL, ONE CANNOT HELP
RECALLING THE BARLY MEDICAL HISTORY OF THIS RENOTE REGION, WHEN STRANGE,
HOME-MADE EEMEDIZS SALVED TERRIBLE WOUNDS INFLICTED BY MARRAUDING INDIANS,
AND LATER WHEN MEDICAL AID FOR THE WHOLE AREA OF GRAND AND SAN JUAN COUNTISS

NTED BY A LONELY FIGURE ON HORSEBACE, RIDING THE DESERT TRAILS |
PROM SETTLEMENT 70 SETTLEMENT.

THE CONTRAST BETWEEN EARLY PIONEER DAYS AND THE PRESENT IS NOT
SURPRISING, GREAT THOUGH IT 1S. SIMILAR CONTRAST IS TO BE FOUND EVERYWHERE,
FOR 1P WE GO BACK FAR ENOUGHE THE SITE OF EVERY METROPOLITAN CENTER WAS A

E38 ON WHICH A CIVILIZATION LATER GREW AND
DEVELOPED. THE REALLY AMAZING CONTRAST HERE IN MOAB 18 NOT BETWEEN THE
PRESENT AND THE FAR-DISTANT PAST, BUT BETWEEN THE PRESENT AND THE VARY
RECENT PAST.

LESS THAN A DECADE AGO, MOAB WAS A TOWN OF LESS THAN A THOUSAND
INHABITANTS. THE SURBOUNDING AREA WAS, AND MANY OBSERVERS THOUGHT IT WOULD

ALWAYS BE, ESSENTIALLY GRAZING COUNTRY. AGRICULTURE BAD FLOURISHED IN TRIS
SHELTERSED AND FERTILE VALLEY FROM THE VERY BARLIEST DAYS, AND IT MAY

BURPRISE MANY OF TODAY'S INHABITANTS TO KNOW THAT MOAB WAS WIDELY RENOWNED

4 HALF CENTURY AGO POR THE PRODUCTS OF ITS S0IL~---NOT THE MINERALS FOR
WHICH THIZ AREA IS NOW KNOWN ANROUND THE WORLD, BUT THE FRUITS AND GRAINS I
THA




THAT WERE GROWN IN THIS THEN-AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITY.,

BACK AROUND THE TURN OF THE CENTURY, MOAB PEACHES, PEARS AND APPLES
WERE SHIPPED OUT BY THE CARLOAD AND WERE PREMIUM-QUALITY ITEMS ON THE
NEW YORK MARKET, AND EVEN IN EUROPE., IN 1903, AT THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL
IRRIGATION CONGRESS IN OGDEN, THE GOLD MEDAL FOR THE FINEST DISPLAY OF
PEACHES WENT T0 A MOAB GROWER AND IN 1907 AT THE SACRAMENTO EXPOSITION,
MOAB PEACHES AND ALSO GRAPES WON THE HIGHEST AWARDS. AS RECENTLY AS 1925
CORN GROWN IN MOAB WON NOT ONLYBTHE GOLD MEDAL, BUT ACTUALLY TOOK FOUR OF
THE FIVE AWARDS PRESENTED FOR CORN PRODUCTION AT THE INTERNATIONAL HAY
AND GRAIN SHOW IN CHICAGO,

EVEN IN THOSE EARLIER DAYS, THE MINERAL POTENTIAL OF THIS AREA WAS
BECOGNIZED--ALTHOUGH NO ONE THEN GUESSED WHERE THE ASTOUNDING FUTURE LAY,
COAL DEPOSITS WERE IMPORTANT TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF GRAND COUNTY, AND THERE
HAD BEEN SOME EXCITING "SHOWINGS" OF SILVER AND GOLD IN THE LA SAL MOUNTAINS. |
LET ME QUOTE A PARAGRAPH FROM FAUN MCCONKIE TANNER'S FASCINATING BOOK ON
THE HISTORY OF MOAB, PUBLISHED JUST 20 YEARS AGO:

"FROM TIME IMMEMORIAL THE SEARCH FOR PRECIOUS METALS HAS LURED
MEN TO UNKNOWN REGIONS WHERE IN MOST CASES THEY HAVE MANAGED 10 EKE OUT AN
EXISTENCE WITH THE CONSTANT DREAM, WISH OR HOPE--EVEN FAITH IN WHAT TOMORROW 1
WiLL BRING. WRITTEN AND UNWRITTEN ACCOUNTS ARE FOUND IN THE HISTORY OF
"QVER NIGHT CITIES", FOUNDED BY SEEKERS OF GOLD AND SILVER, CITIES HAVE
FLOURISHED--SOME TO BECOME PERMANENT AND SOME TO BE FORGOTTEN. FORTUNES
HAVE BEEN MADE AND LOST--OFTEN LOST IN THE SEARCH FOR MORE OF THE PRECIOUS
METAL. GAMBLING, THEFT AND EVEN MURDER FOLLOWED THIS STRUGGLE FOR
POSSESSION OF GOLD. THE HOPE OF WHAT 'ONE MORE FOOT'MIGHT BRING HAS
CAUSED MEN TO REFUSED A FORTUNE FOR THEIR CLAIMS, ONLY TO HAVE THEM TURN
OUT WORTHLESS, SUCH INCIDENTS ARE NOT FICTION--ONE NEED LOOK NO FURTHER
THAN OUR OWN HISTORY TO FIND SUCH CASES, ONE GROUP OF MINERS ON THE




LA SAL MOUNTAINS AT ONE TIME REFUSED AN OFFER OF SEVENTY-FIVE TH
DOLLARS FOR THEIR HOLDINGS, THOUGH THEY HAVE NEVER YET REALIZED NEAR
THAT AMOUNT FROM THEM," ._

THIS OBSERVATION HAS A STRANGELY PROPHETIC RING AS WE READ IT THO
DECADES LATER, ALTHOUGH NO SUBSTANTIAL QUANTITIES OF GOLD, OR EVEN SILVER,
HAVE YET COME FROM THE LA SAL MOUNTAINS, BUT THE DREAM OF A "BOOM" WHICH
MRS, TANNER EXPRESSED BACK IN 1937 IS PALE BY COMPARISON WITH THE ACTUAL
EVENTS A FEW YEARS LATER, JUST AS THE "FORTUNE" OF SEVENTY-FIVE THOUSAND
DOLLARS WHICH THE EARLY GOLD-SEEMERS REFUSED IS DNARBED 7TO INSIGNIFICANCE
BY SUMS IN THE MILLIONS ACTUALLY PAID FOR OTHER MINING CLAIMS IN MORE

THE SEARCH FOR OIL AND GAS IN THE GEOLOGIC PORMATIONS OF THIS AREA
BEGAN BEFORE THE CLOSE OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY AND THERE WERE MANY FLURRIZS |
OF EXCITENENT IN THE EARLY DAYS OF EXPLORATION AND DRILLING. NONE OF THE
OLD-TIME INHABITANTS WILL, I AM SURE, FORGET THE BIG THRILL OF DECEMBER 8,
1925, WHEN THE FRANK SHAFER NO. 1 TEST WELL, ONLY A DOZEN MILES FROM MOAB,
BLEW IN WITH SUCH EXPLOSIVE FORCE AS T0 RIP THE MACHINERY RIGHT OUT OF THE
GROUND, IT WAS UTAH'S FIRST OIL GUSHER, SENDING A GEYSER OF BLACK
PETHOLEUM BUNDREDS OF FEET INTO THE AIR. IT LOOKED LIKE THE BEGINNING OF THE
AVAITED "BOOM", BUT THE WELL WAS NEVER SUCCESSFULLY CAPPED AND HARNESSED
AND BROUGHT INTO COMMERCIAL PRODUCTION. IT WAS ANOTHER FLASH OF PROPHECY,
BUT FULFILLMENT WAS STILL A FEW YEARS AVAY, |

THROUGH THE 1940'S IT APPEARED THAT MOAB WOULD CONTINUE AS A PLEASANT,
BUT SMALL AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITY, WITH A LITTLE MININ ON THE SIDE. IN
THAT PERIOD, THE TOWN'S TOTAL POPULATION HAD INCREASED BY LESS THAN 200
PEOPLE, COMMUNITY OFFICIALS IN 1948 FLOATED A BOND ISSUE TO INSTALL NEW
WATER AND SEWAGE SYSTEMS~--AND THOUGHT THEY WERE PLANNING LIBERALLY FOR THE
FUTURE WHEN THEY BUILT FOR A POPULATION OF 2,200 more THAN DOUBLE THE
THEN-SIZE OF MOAB,

THEN SUDDENLY, DAWNED THE NEW ERA.




OIL WAS DISCOVERED TO THE NORTH, NATURAL GAS TO THE WEST, AND URANIUM--
THAT STRANGE, AWESOME TOUCHSTONE OF THE NEW ATOMIC AGE-~VIRTUALLY AROUND
THE COMPASS, SUDDENLY MOAB WAS NO LONGER A PLEASANT LITTLE VILLAGE THAT
HAD WON RENOWN FOR ITS PEACHES AND ITS CORN~-IT WAS KNOWN FAR AND WIDE AS
ONE OF THE KEY POINTS OF THE BIGGEST AND MOST EXCITING "BOOM" SINCE THE
GREAT GOLD RUSH OF A CENTURY EARLIER.

IN SIX BRIEF YEARS, MOAB'S POPULATION WEME THAN TRIPLED. THE GROWTH,
IN THOSE SIX YEARS, WAS MORE THAN 2,000 PER CENT OF THE INCREASE RECORDED
IN THE PREVIOUS DECADE. THE NEW WATER AND SEWERAGE SYSTEMS WERE OUT-DATED
OVERNIGHT.  SCHOOLS WERE TAXED BEYOND CAPACITY AND, S0 RAPID WAS THE
GROWTH, THAT AT ONE TIME, I AM TOLD, THERE WERE THREE FAMILIES LIVING IN
TRAILERS AND TENTS POR EVERY TWO FAMILIES LIVING IN PERMANENT HOMES.

YOU PEOPLE WHO HAVE LIVED, AND ARE LIVING, THROUGH THIS FABULOUS ERA
OF CHANGE AND GROWTH KNOW WHAT IT MEANS. I CAN ONLY STAND AMAZED--AND
EXPRESS MY WHOLEHEARTED ADMIRATION FOR YOUR DETERMINATION AND VISION AS
YOU COPE WITH THE PRESSING PROBLEMS AND BUILD SOUNDLY FOR THE FUTRE.

THIS FINE HOSPITAL WHICH WE ARE DEDICATING TODAY IS A PERFECT EXAMPLE
OF THE SPIRIT OF MOABL., IT IS A SYMBOL OF THE COMMUNITY OUTLOOK, A SIGNFOST
70 THE PLANNED FUTURE. WHGRE THE TRADEMARK OF THE "BOOM OR BUST" TOWNS
OF THE ROARING GOLD RUSH DAYS WAS THE DANCE HALL AND THE SALOON, YOU ARE
BUILDING SCHOOLS AND HOSPITALS T0 SERVE A PROGRESSIVE COMMUNITY IN THE
YEARS AHEAD,

AS WE STAND HERE TODAY, ADMIRING THIS BEAUTIFUL STRUCTURE AND THINKING
WHAT IT MEANS TO THE HEALTH AND WELFARE OF OUR CITIZENS, OUR CHILDREN AND
THE CHILDREN YET TO BE BORN, THERE MUST BE THOSE WHO ARE LOOKING ON FROM
ANOTHER WORLD WITH PARTICULAR JOY AND SATISFACTION.

I THINK OF MRS. WILSON, WHO WAS ONE OF THE SETTLERS OF 1880, WHO
COMPOUNDED HER OWN SPECIAL MEDICAL SALVE FROM PRICKLY PEARS, TALLOW AND
SOFT PINE GUM--AND USED IT WITH SUCH EFFECT THAT IT HEALED THE TERRIBLE
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NDS OF HER OWN SON, JOE, AFTER HME WAS SHOT SHROUGH THE FACE, AT
POINT-BLANK RANGE, BY AN INDIAN., I THINK OF "GRANDMA" BRACK, WHO FOR MANY
YEARS TENDED AND NURSED THE SICK IN THIS COMMUNITY. AND I THINK OF
PR, J. W. WILLIAMS, WHO FROM 1897 UNTIL HIS RETIREMENT IN 1919 RODE
HORSEBACK THROUGH ALL THE VAST AND LONELY AREA OF SOUTHEASTERN UTAH 10 BRING

THESE PEOPLE WORKED DEVOTEDLY WITH WHAT MEDICINES AND TOOLS THEY HAD--
AND IMPROVISED AS BEST THEY COULD T0 MAKE UP WHAT THEY LACKED. THERE WAS
NO SUCH THING AS A HOSPITAL IN THOSE EARLY DAYS IN THIS ARBA--IN FACT,
MOAB'S FIRST HOSPITAL WAS THE MIGH SCHOOL, HASTILY TURNED INTO A TEMPORARY
HOSPITAL DURING THE TERRIBLE INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC FOLLOWING WORLD WAR I.

THEN A GROUP OF PUBLIC SPIRITED CITIZENS ORGANIZED THE MOAB HOSPITAL

OMPANY--WITH CAPITAL OF $5,000. AN EIGHT-BED HOSPITAL WAS BUILT AND AT
FIRST OPERATED BY NURSE-in-CHARGE MAUDE ENO, WITH SURGERY BEING PERFORMED
WHENEVER A TRAVELLING DOCTOR CAME THROUGH TOWN. DR. I. W. ALLEN, IN WHOSE
HONOR THIS FINE NEW INSTITUTION IS NAMED, CAME TO MOAB IN 1920 AND BEGAN HIS
28-YEAR SPAN OF DEDICATED SERVICE 70 THE COMMUNITY. HIS HUMANTTPARIAN '
SERVICES CAN NEVER BE FORGOTTEN,

GREAT CREDIT IS DUE TO TODAY'S COMMUNITY LEADERS, WHO ORGANIZED AND
DIRECTED THE EFFORT TC BUILD THIS NEW STRUCTURE TO HANDLE THE MEDICAL
NEEDS OF THIS FAST-GROWING CITY--TO CECIL THOMPSON WHOM I HAVE JUST HAD
THE PLEASURE OF APPOINTING TO THE STATE LAND BOARD AND TO JOHN LEVERING
AND THE REST OF THEIR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE COMMITTEE, TO YOUR COUNTY
COMMISSIONRRS AND TO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED SO MUCH IN TIME AND
EFFORT AND IN MONEY TO MAKE THIS BEAUTIFUL, MODERN HOSPITAL A REALITY.

I AM INFORMED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF UTAH'S INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION, MR.
OTTO WIESLEY, THAT YOUR NEW HOBPITAL WILL BE OF GREAT VALUE IN OBTAINING
PROMPT AND ADEQUATE TREATMENT FOR PERSONS INJURED IN INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS
THAT COME UNDER THE JURIBDICTION OF THE COMMISSION-~AND THAT REFERRAL OF
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THESE PATIENTS T0 THE HOSPITAL WILL HELP KEEP THE INSTITUTION'S OPERATION
IN FINANCIAL BALANCE. LET ME READ YOU AN EXCERPT FROM A LETTER SENT TO ME
A DAY OR SO AGO BY MR. WIESLEY:

"PRIOR 10 THE COMPLETION OF THE DR, ALLEN HOSPITAL, MANY OF OUR
INDUSTRIAL CASES WERE Sil ORADG OR NEW MEXICO BY THE EMPLOYER OR
THE INSURANCE CARRIER. THE WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION ACT PROHIBITS REMOVAL
OF A PATIENT FROM THE STATE OF UTAH EXCEPT WITH THE COMMISSION'S PERMISSION.
IN 1946 THE COMMISSION ISSUED AN ORDER REQUIRING A PATIENT TO BE TAKEN T0
THE NEAREST APPROVED HOSPITAL. PRIOR T0 THE COMPLETION AND THE APPROVAL
OF THE DR. ALLEN HOSPITAL, THE COMMISSION COUNTENANCED SENDING TO COLORADO
SERIOUSLY INJURED PATIENTS BECAUSE THERE WAS NO APPROVED HOSPITAL IN THE

“FHE NEW HOSPITAL MEETS WITH OUR APPROVAL AND THEREFORE BOTH THE
LAW AND THE 1946 ORDER WILL BE STRICTLY ENEORCED, THIB SHOULD ASSURE
ADEQUATE CARE ¥OR INJURED EMPLOYEES AND HELP THE NEW HOSPITAL TO
OPERATE IN THE BLACK." |

LET ME AGAIN CONGRATULATE YOU ON YOUR PUBLIC SPIRIT AND YOUR
HUMANITARIANISM IN BUILDING :THIS FINE HOSPITAL T0 MEET THE MEDICAL NEEDS
OF MOAB AND ALL THE SURROUNDING AREA. ' |

I LOOK FORWARD WITH YOU TO THE CONTINUED BROWTH AND PROSPERITY
OF THIS COMMUNITY, OF THIS STATE AND OF THIS GREAT WESTERN AREA-~TRULY
THE LAND OF THE FUTURE!
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