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bill meador

Interviewed February, 2004 in Moab, UT, by Rusty Salmon

Q (Rusty):  Let’s start by going back to when and where you were born. Tell me a

little bit about your folks first.

A(Bill):  My folks had a very interesting history. My father was the product of a Baptist

family from Arkansas and my mother was a child of a pioneer Mormon family that came

through the Hole-in-the-Rock; a very odd combination, actually, in religious

backgrounds. They met in Monticello when my father was assigned to that district as a

Forest Ranger after his departure from the Army, following World War I. They moved to

Moab in 1927. My father opened a real estate and insurance business. They had two

children at that time: my sister, Donna, and my older brother, Junior. I was born in 1933,

the last of the brood.

Q: What was your Dad’s full name?

A: Carroll Jasper Meador and my mother’s name was Gwyn Bronson Meador.

Q: She had been raised in the Monticello area?
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A: Yes, she was raised in Monticello. Her grandfather, Ben Perkins, was the blower and

blaster from Wales who engineered the Hole-in-the-Rock road.  My Grandfather Bronson

had moved from Huntsville, Utah, to Monticello, taking his dad in a wagon covered with

blankets to avoid the U.S. Marshals because he was a polygamist.  My grandfather and

my great-grandfather moved to Monticello, one of the first eleven families to move to

Monticello. He met my grandmother there and started their family. I have all of the

Mormon history and the Southern Baptist history; very interesting family histories.

Q: In the museum there is a picture of the ferry. In that picture, is that your

grandfather?

A: The little boy is my father sitting on the rail. He would have been approximately eight

years old, maybe nine years old in that photo. That’s his mother in the fancy dress; she is

coming from Eureka Springs, Arkansas. She did not move out here immediately with my

grandfather because she was pregnant with the youngest child. She waited until the

family could travel and then moved to Moab.  The picture was taken some time after they

had been living here awhile. I don’t know just exactly the year, but somewhere within the

first four or five years after they came from Arkansas.

Q: Your father spent his whole childhood here after they arrived?

A: Yes, he was seven or eight years old when he moved here. He did grow up here and

did a variety of different kinds of jobs - joined the service when he was a little over
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sixteen, went to the Mexican border and fought in the cavalry against Pancho Villa, went

to the Military Academy in Georgia to be commissioned before he went overseas in

World War I. All that kind of history is very interesting to me.

Q: Was he a farmer or rancher at heart?

A: My grandfather was a merchant. He managed Cooper-Martin enterprises. At his time

of death, he owned a grocery store in Thompson. He caught the flu there. My dad went

and got him from Thompson and brought him to the hospital here and he died in Moab.

He had left Arkansas after the advent of patent medicines. He owned three retail stores;

grocery stores, general stores, in Eureka Springs. There would be five trains a day into

Arkansas for people to come and bathe in the Hot Springs. When patent medicine came

in around the turn of the century, those trains stopped coming, a related thing with

medicine. He lost his money and D L Goudelock, D.L. Taylor’s grandfather, was already

out here riding for the Carlisle Cattle Company in Monticello. He wrote to my

grandfather and said, “Jasper, this is a great place to be.” And he encouraged him to

move here. And he did that. They had been friends in Arkansas and it was Mr. Goudelock

who encouraged my grandfather to move out here.

Q: You said he died from the flu, was that during the epidemic of 1917?

A: It wasn’t the 1917 epidemic, it was 1927, and just an isolated incident, not associated

with any of the epidemics.
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Q: Your dad came out of the service and married your mom?

A: He came out of the service; he stayed with the Army of Occupation in Europe for

about a year after the end of World War I; and he came home, joined the Forest Service

and was assigned to the Manti-La Sal Mountains. He was in charge of both what we

know as the La Sals and The Blues at the same time. But he was stationed out of

Monticello, that’s where he met and married my mother.

Q: This would have been very early years of the Forest Service, wouldn’t it?

A: Yes, this would have been about 1919; that’s when he was assigned to that region. The

Forest Service, I think, was organized in 1905 but was just penetrating the inner reaches

of the continent by 1920-1923.

Q: And everything would have been by horseback?

A: Oh, yes. He did everything by horseback. A lot of his area included what the Navajo

Indians included and considered their range. My father happened to get along very well

with the Navajos and they didn’t call him “Ranger,” they just called him “Carroll.” I

remember years later, different ones coming to his office and saying, “I want to see

Carroll.”

Q: Did he deal with Utes and Paiutes down there also?
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A: I don’t think there were any Paiutes that far east, but there were, of course, the Utes

around the Ute Mountains and they would leave that portion of the reservation. The Utes

were very difficult to get to stay in one place. He did deal with them as well.

Q: Did your mom go on the mountain with him?

A: Yes, she rode with him in the early days. My mom loved the mountains and spent

every summer [there] as I was growing up. We had a cabin on the mountain, and she

would come to the mountain. My dad would come up on weekends. There was no air

conditioning in downtown Moab. In fact, I don’t even remember fans. We had our cattle

company on the mountain and I would ride with my brother. Dad would come up on

weekends and we just lived there all summer. We would come down in the fall and she

would get us ready to go to school. She loved the mountain.

Q: And this continued even after your parents started having a family?

A: Oh yes, we all were up there all through my schooling years. In fact, she lived on the

mountain off and on even after I left high school and joined the Marine Corps and was

gone. She still liked the mountain.

Q: When did your folks permanently come to Moab?
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A: In 1927, Dad decided to open the real estate and insurance office. He tried to sell

medical insurance. He told me the story that one time he told Dr. Allen, “I can’t even

give away a medical policy. As long as you will trade chickens for an operation I can’t

make money selling medical insurance.” So he gave up selling medical policies and

didn’t sell them at any time while I was at home. His basic business was fire and auto.

Basically, he covered Moab until competition came in later in the late forties.

Q: I’ve seen his name a lot in the old newspapers, so he was quite actively involved

in the community?

A: Yes, he was. He was an elected representative for a couple of terms in the State

Legislature and held various offices in Moab. He had a strong commitment to the

community. He felt that if you lived in a community you had to give back to it. You had

to support those things that were necessary for the welfare of everyone. There were a

number of those men who were in the Lions Club and everything else that did the civic

projects. They didn’t get loans and grants, they got their shovels and hoes and went out

and worked. If they needed to make a new cemetery they went and prepared the ground

for a new cemetery; those type of things. That’s a lot more commitment than writing a

grant. That was also the way of life.

Q: Okay, now they have settled in Moab and your dad had the real estate and your

mom was an at-home mom on what property? Where was your home?
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A: Where the Adventure Center is now, the old Taco Bell [approximately 205 South

Main]. That block on Main Street from the creek to Walker’s Store was our homestead.

He had bought that from Mr. Goudelock. Mr. Goudelock had come to Moab and bought a

lot of properties and when my grandfather got here, he bought that piece of property and

started the home that was there until it was torn down when Taco Bell was constructed.

Q: When Goudelock had it, was there a big house that was almost like a hotel?

A: That was on this side where the Greenwell is now.

Q: It was an adjacent piece of property to where your dad built? And did he build

his own place?

A: Yes, I’m sure he had contractors, but he built his own house. The house he built was

only half of the house that he intended to build because my grandmother left Moab.  This

country was very harsh to her.  She had come from a well-to-do family and she didn’t

have a lot of skills. My grandfather was 36 and she was 18 when they were married, (on

the Meador side). My grandmother returned to Arkansas with three of the children, left

the two oldest boys with my grandfather. The house construction at that point stopped. It

was a large house in Moab as I was growing up. Grandmother did return to Arkansas and

eventually to California and never came back to Moab.

Q: Can you describe the house?
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A:  It had a nice porch that we utilized in the summer to sit on. You came into a, for those

days, large living room with fireplace, and through an arch into the dining room and then

another door, you came into the kitchen. Upstairs had three large bedrooms. By the time I

can remember they had added a bathroom and a fairly large bedroom down stairs off the

dining room. In those days it was a large house. It had tall, ten-foot ceilings, adobe walls

that were very thick on the lower level and frame construction on the top. It was quite

cool in the summer because of the adobe walls and, of course, we had big trees all around

the house. It was a very comfortable house. One of the fondest things I remember about

the house was that it was always so comfortable. I would get home and my mother had

probably just baked something. It was always immaculately clean. She would probably

be singing something. She was Welsh and she sang. If you had two Bronsons together,

they had a chorus. It was a very warm atmosphere. I always felt very secure in that home;

just a nice place to grow up.

Q: At that time Main Street actually turned and went east before it got that far

south, didn’t it? You were not living on Main Street per se?

A: No, in fact, there was a large arroyo where Eddie McStiff’s is. That was a large

washed-out arroyo. You went down into that arroyo and came out of that and then down

into the Mill Creek. It was a wide creek that washed out two or three times every

summer; huge floods, with very little growth in the bottom of the creek, mostly cobble

rocks. During a lot of the year, you’d place some stones across the creek so you could get

back and forth because the bridge would be washed out. It would take the county or city a
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while to get the bridge back in. They had it tied on a cable so when the flood came it

would wash it up on the side. Then they would come and get it and put it back in place. A

lot of time you just hopped, skipped and jumped across the creek. It was way out of town

for a little kid.  I’d go to the Ides Theater and get out of the movie and run as hard as I

could to get home because it was about half scary in all those dark places through the

creek and so on. The highway turned at the Wells Fargo Bank corner and came up Center

Street and out past Milt’s and across Mill Creek up by the cemetery and out that way to

get south out of town.

Q: So everyplace you went as a child you walked or did you have horses or bicycles?

A: We had horses. We didn’t keep our horses here much because we kept them most of

the time at either the Mill Creek Ranch or on the mountain. I had one bicycle growing up.

It was a 24-inch bike. It constantly had a flat tire because Moab had all of the puncture

weeds in the world. You could ride it for a few minutes and then the tire would be flat.

During World War II, you didn’t run down town and buy a new inner tube, so you had to

have a repair kit. It was easier to walk than try to keep that bicycle running in most cases.

I didn’t ride in the car very often. My dad had learned to drive later in life and it was

easier to walk to school than have him drive me because we would go ten miles an hour

in the same gear; it was just easier to walk. That didn’t happen very often anyway

because our schedules didn’t often meet.
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Q: I read somewhere that they theorized that the puncture weed and goat heads

were brought in by the early circuses.

A: I’ve always heard that and it sounds reasonable. The early circuses had large animals

that they brought with them. I remember one time they had an elephant. Of course, I was

mesmerized by the elephant. They had large amounts of hay and I assume that’s where

they are talking about that the puncture weed seeds came in. Old timers claim that there

were not any puncture weeds in Moab. There have always been sand burrs in this valley.

I don’t know that anyone claims that sand burrs came here carried by somebody. This

valley has always had a great number of sand burrs. But the puncture weed I don’t think

was a native species. That is the explanation; that it did come in with the circus feed.

Q: So you were fascinated by the elephants.  Did they have a parade?

A: No, no, I don’t remember a parade. They set up the circus on the property across from

the old middle school on Center Street in the ball field area. I remember them having an

elephant there. I don’t have any idea what year that was, but I was a small kid. Having

read about elephants and seen pictures of them, they are enormous when you are three

feet tall and the elephant is 23 feet tall. He is enormous. And that is the way I remember

the elephant.

Q: The circus came in by truck?
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A: Oh, yes. It was an old rattletrap. You can imagine the kind of circus that got to Moab

in those days over partially dirt roads. In this country until after World War II, Moab was

not that accessible to the outside world. You’d go to Salt Lake and say you were from

Moab and they had no idea in the world where you were from. They didn’t know that

Moab existed in those days. On the other hand, you can see this circus trying to make a

buck out of Moab. It was difficult because there wasn’t anybody in town that had any

money in their pocket. This was the end of the Depression and nothing had improved. It

was a pretty seedy outfit that came in here.

Q: Was Moab still well noted for its orchards, its fruit growing?

A: The fruit was well known. They grew beautiful peaches. We had lots of peach

orchards. For many, the only employment for teenagers at the end of the growing season

was to pick peaches. They had built a packing plant over by the high school in that creek

bed there.

Q: The current high school?

A: No, the current middle school on Second East. It was down in the creek bed, and they

would pack peaches there and ship them to all parts of the world. Beautiful peaches. It

was one of the few things that paid a salary to the kids, a part time job.

Q: Did you do that?
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A: Yes, I picked peaches. I spent most of my growing up time on the mountain with the

cows until I quit one day. Then I came to town and got a job with a seismograph

company. I was fifteen years old. I got a job with the seismograph company and worked

for them for the rest of the summer. I made so much money that I was just rolling in it.

Made seventy-three cents an hour and we worked ten-hour days. In 1947 that was a lot of

money. I told my dad that I was going to go ahead and go to Wyoming with that

company and quit school. He said, “No. You’re not going to do that.”

Q: Lets go back a minute to your elementary - junior high school years. What are

some of the things you remember about school as a young child here in Moab?

A: Schools were the center of our social world. You met everybody you knew every day.

It was just a center of when and where things happened. I remember some very good

teachers and some that I disliked. I was not a particularly enthralled student, especially

early. We had a dirt playground across from where the old school is on Center Street that

we played all kinds of kick the ball games. It was dirt and puncture weeds. The school

either organized things to a limited degree or we organized them ourselves. Practically

everything you were involved with was school related during that nine months. In

summertime it was a different thing, you organized your own fun. School was the center

of our lives. I felt good about it. I never felt that I was cheated in the type of education

that I got. Lots of people say that rural education is not good, but I never felt that. Mrs.

Knight was a lady years and years ahead of her time. She ran the schools with an iron

thumb. What she said was absolute law and to our parents as well. To me, I thought she
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was a great lady. Later, when I chose to become a teacher, I went to her and asked her

what she thought about me becoming a teacher. She said, “What could students do that

you haven’t done?” Meaning you’ll be able to stop whatever is happening. A great lady

as far as I’m concerned. Schools were basically a center of what we did.

Q: Did the community revolve around the school, too, as far as plays, or dances, or

such.

A: The student activities were also their entertainment activities. The town had a dance

every Saturday night. That was basically the only thing that was separated from school

activities. If you played sports, you had to report to the good old boys at the barber shop

the next day about what happened and who did what. Most boys played football and at

least went out for the basketball team. Most of them didn’t make it. It was the center of

the community’s social and athletic activities. When we played a football game in Moab

when I was in high school, you couldn’t buy a gallon of gas in town to get through. If you

got here without gas, you had to wait until the football game was over.

Q: Sounds like the small towns in Texas today. Were you on the football team?

A: Yes, I played. I played all the sports. I finally quit basketball when I was a senior

because you could lock me in the gym overnight and I couldn’t score ten points. I was a

terrible basketball player. I finally went to the coach and said, “You know, I just don’t

like to do this. I’m not any good.” He agreed with me and we parted the ways.
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Q: Your parents were supportive of your sports?

A: Oh yes. My parents were very supportive of me, period. I was always very

comfortable that I had great allies. Now, if I made serious errors, I paid for those. But I

was very comfortable with my parents’ support and the way that they felt. If Mrs. Knight

sent me home from school, Mrs. Knight was never wrong. I was wrong. There was an

adjustment that I needed to make, not Mrs. Knight.

Q: How did you get along with your siblings, in terms of school and around home?

A: My brother was eleven years older than me. My sister was six years older. So outside

of my sister teasing me terribly, she also made me dance with her. She taught me to

jitterbug and all those kinds of things during World War II. I hated that. I’ve always been

very close to my sister. I went to cow camp with my brother when I was six and he was

seventeen. I didn’t think that was unusual at all because he was to me a grown cowboy

that knew what to do. We would spend a month in Mill Creek gathering the cows and

then move to the mountain. Then my mom would come to the mountain. I told her years

later, “You were just not a very responsible mother to send me up there, your youngest

child, to cow camp and not come and check on me or anything.” But that was not unusual

in those days; it’s what you did. I got a great kick out of teasing her for that.

Q: Tell me about cow camp and about being on the mountain. You said you spent

your summers there?
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A: We lived with the same conveniences that they lived with in the 1880s. With no

electricity, but we did later have one phone line. Two shorts was our place. Three shorts

was Corbin’s. We were all on the same line. It was the afternoon’s entertainment if

anybody got a telephone call. You know, you could listen in and that type of thing. My

Mom cooked on a little stove about so wide in one part of the cabin. We bathed in the

washtub. We heated the water on the stove. My dad finally came to the mountain one day

with a Coleman lantern. I remember that first Coleman lantern. He took it out to where

we hitched the horses so that it wouldn’t blow the cabin up when he’d pump it up to light

it. That was a magnificent light because we had always had coal oil lamps. We had very

few conveniences.

Q: That was in the Warner Lake area?

A: Yes, our cabin overlooked the Warner Lake. In 1942 they made us move it down the

hill away from the lake. They were going to develop a range of summer cabins, which

they never did. Until that time several Moab families lived at Warner - the wives and

children, and the men worked in town. We had quite a bit of company. After they made

us move, those people started moving off of the mountain as well and there weren’t as

many people up there by the mid 40s….’45, ‘46. Most of those families had moved to

town, but we stayed there.

Q: Who were some of the other families?
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A: The Corbins, the Bish Taylors, and the Robertsons. Most of the old centercore

families whose men were in business in Moab.

Q: Did they all have cattle?

A: No. No they just came up to get out of the heat for the summer.

Q: But you were actually running cattle.  How big of an outfit?

A: We had about eighty head. My dad had bought Mill Creek from Charles Zufelt

because that’s all my brother wanted to be was a cowboy. It’s the one thing I never

wanted to be. He bought the ranch and my brother basically ran everything. In those days

it was an economically feasible unit for a family, especially when you have a little

brother that you don’t have to pay anything to.

Q: Which came first, going away to the service or college?

A: I graduated from high school in May of 1951 and was in the Marine Corp two days

later. Went to San Diego for my basic training. Served in Korea. Was finally discharged

from the supply depot at Barstow, California. Got out, Lyn and I were married, and

moved to Cedar City; started college at Southern Utah. I had a scholarship to play

football. We were there two years. Came home when our daughter became extremely ill.

We had to put her in the hospital at St Mary’s. I had to lay out of school two years while
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we paid off her medical bills and got squared away to get back in school. I had lost my GI

bill by then and Senator Bennett, the father of the current Senator Bennett, (they look just

exactly alike) and Senator Watkins got my GI bill reinstated. We had already moved back

to Logan. I said, “I’ll get a job and go to school at night, whatever I have to do.” But we

were there about a week when the two of them notified me that my GI Bill had been

reinstated. In those days, you could only stay out of school 2 quarters and keep the GI

Bill. That was like a gift back to us. It allowed us to go to school full time. I graduated

from Utah State in 1960.

Q: You had the service and all of a sudden you said you  got married to Inalyn. Was

she local here?  Had you known her before?

A: Lyn and I had only gone together since she was in the seventh grade and I was in the

eighth. It took us a long time to make up our minds to do that, and there were bumps

along the way like kids have, but we have been together so long it’s ridiculous. We’ll be

celebrating our Fiftieth Wedding Anniversary in August of this year.

Q: That’s room for congratulations that’s for sure.  You got married and went to

Cedar City to school. Were you over in Cedar City when you had your first child?

A: Yes, we were not going to have children until we got out of college. We were married

in August and Lyn didn’t get pregnant until October. Our daughter was born there. We

really enjoyed Cedar. People were very good to us. I had successful seasons as a player
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and as a student. I enjoyed college life. It was totally different from Marine Corps life.

We came back to Moab and worked here two years, then went back to college to get a

bachelors degree and then continued on.

Q: When you started school in Cedar were you already planning to become a

teacher?

A: No. I had driven a couple of Marine Corps officers to China Lake in the Mojave

Desert where they were testing various kinds of weapons and airflow type of things and

one of the officers talked to me about a platoon leaders’ class in the Marine Corps and a

college education. I had observed over the period, of course, how much better officers

lived than I lived as an enlisted man. I had made up my mind that I was going to get a

degree. I really didn’t plan on getting out of the Marine Corps. I liked the Marine Corps. I

liked the structure of it. Going to college, I had it in mind that I would like the law. The

classes that I took for two years were directed at something that would prepare me to get

in and finish law school. When we got ready to go back into education, I had spent some

time with educators here in Moab as just close personal friends and had decided that I

would like to do that. That’s when I went and talked to Mrs. Knight and she encouraged

me to become a teacher. I’ve never been sorry for that choice. I wish I could have stayed

in the classroom longer, but I couldn’t afford to.

Q: During the time you were here paying off your daughter’s medical bills, you

basically changed your whole life goal and decided to go into teaching?
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A: I really did. The influences of the people I was associating with, and I did some part-

time coaching and things like that, that brought me in contact with kids. Having that

daughter to sit down and read to. It all came together that maybe this is something I

should take a look at. And at that point the legal profession was not feasible financially

for me. When I went back to school, I needed to get a degree as quickly as I could and get

on a payroll as quickly as I could. Now my oldest son Shawn is an attorney and a very

successful one.

Q: So during this time you had more children?

A: Yes, when we left here to go to Logan we had another child. He’d been born in March

and we left here the first of September to go back to school. So we had the baby. Our

third child was born when I graduated from Utah State. That son is the one that we lost.

Jeff was a senior in high school and died during the football season; some type of liver

failure that has never been diagnosed. He was a great big strong 6’3” 180-pound football

player; a very good athlete. And then we had a late child in 1970, ten years after Jeff.

Jared’s the one that is teaching in Las Vegas and what a lifesaver it was to have him at

home. We lost the one child and then had great luck. We have enjoyed our family during

a time when it was difficult to raise kids. We just had a lot of luck. I couldn’t tell you a

prescription for that, we just had a lot of luck.

Q: So you graduated from Logan, did you come directly back to Moab?
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A: No, I went to work for Delbert Long. In 1960 when we graduated, teaching jobs were

very scarce and they also paid very little money. I was offered a head coaching job at

South Cache High School in Logan. You may be aware of the Logan Valley. They had

North and South Cache High Schools before they consolidated their schools. This was a

head coaching job in a Class A High School and the salary was $3,800 a year. We’d

made $3,600 on the GI Bill going to college and were starving to death. I said, “I don’t

think so.” I didn’t think I wanted to go to work for that. I went to work for private

industry and did that for two years. Traveled all over the country, ran radiometric survey

crews in Louisiana and Indiana, Wyoming, all over.

Q: And the family went with you?

A: They came to Indiana. We were in Indiana for a year and they came out there. My

daughter started kindergarten in Indiana, no, she started first grade in Indiana. When we

were there, I wrote to Mrs. Knight, she was still the superintendent, and asked if there

were any jobs. She sent me a contract. And so I signed the contract. She had left her

superintendency because she had cancer. They had hired another superintendent by the

name of Stobaugh by the time I got here. I’d left Indiana with the contract to teach in

Moab. My first contract in 1962 was $4,400 and that included coaching pay.

Q: High School level?
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A: Junior high school. We were very pleased to be able to return to Moab. Both of our

folks were getting older and this is where we wanted to live. So we came back and have

been here ever since.

Q: So you both had been out in the world and you both agreed to come back? Moab

is where you wanted to be eventually? How about the kids?

A: Oh, yes, they had cousins, and grandparents, and yes, it was great for the kids. And we

did enjoy it too, because we did have a lot of family support. It’s great when you need a

babysitter and Grandma is available.

Q: So your kids spent the rest of their growing up here and you went on from being

a teacher to…?

A: Yes, I was the superintendent for sixteen years.

Q: How long did you teach before you became superintendent?

A: Four years. I went in first as assistant to the superintendent and then to assistant

superintendent and then to the superintendent. I actually went into the superintendency in

the district office in January of 1966. I spent a lot of years in the central office. I was

never a principal. I skipped that step.
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Q: Did you enjoy teaching while you were teaching?

A: Yes, I’ve never done anything that I enjoyed as much as teaching. There is a

satisfaction to that. I don’t know what you would do in a vocation that gives you as much

satisfaction as teaching does. I just didn’t get to do it long enough. While I enjoyed other

aspects of my educational career, teaching was by far the highlight.

Q: Were you able to do bigger things as superintendent, as far as bigger projects,

more visionary things for the school system here?

A: Was I able to do that? I think so. A lot of the concepts that I talked about when I left

the superintendency were just getting started in depth with what we called outcome-based

education. It’s the system that the state offices wanted to put into place now that basically

says, “If a child doesn’t know something in a subject matter area, you re-teach them.”

Regardless of how long it takes. You ignore the clock and the calendar. If we enroll in a

math class and you’re a good mathematician and I’m a poor mathematician, it may take

me 18 weeks to learn it and you can learn it in 6. Let’s teach you yours in 6 weeks but

give me 18 to learn it. I wanted that kind of a system in place; one that teaches children

how to do things. And the tests that you give them to do that, not multiple choice that

they promote today, but if you want a kid to write a paragraph, you have him write a

paragraph. Those kinds of concepts. We had a teacher center that was designed by the

teachers to support the kinds of needs they had, the kinds of training they needed for the

kind of things they saw that they needed in the classroom that I didn’t have a clue about. I
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had some great people that worked in the system. I thought I was smart enough to say,

“I’ve never had an original idea, but you guys have. You need to do some things that you

want, and I’ll support that.” So they put together programs like the teachers center. I think

our Special Ed programs went ahead. I worked as a consultant for the Far West Lab out

of San Francisco on school district organization and in-service teaching programs for

staff that I felt really good about. I served on all the state committees either as a member

or the chairman, different positions in places that were required by the superintendents.

While I had ventured into all these things, I don’t know that I ever felt that anything was

very lasting. The simple tradition of public education seems to have a way of overcoming

most innovations. You still revolve back to some very basic concepts about education.

We have a real tendency to ignore the very good research.  You came out of a program

where you relied on research in the medical profession. Education has never embraced

the research like it should have, in my opinion. We talk a lot about how people learn;

how people learn at different speeds, whether they are visual learners or auditory

learners, whatever the case may be. But we’ve never put it in place like it should be to

use that good and valid information. I just think there is so much that could be done and

now we have referred it to testing everybody again. I hate testing. I hate “No child left

behind.” I was very fortunate. I tested very well. I could take tests. I could pass tests that I

knew nothing about. I have no faith in them at all. You look and say, “That looks logical

to me.” I hate those. I’d like to see kids be taught, and re-taught and re-taught and not

tested and passed or failed. We still have a long way to go in public education and I think

it is still the way to educate the masses. I don’t think private school or vouchers are the

way to do that. But we could do a better job.
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Q: During your time as superintendent, you worked with various school boards, I’m

sure. Did you have basically a good relationship? Any problems along the way,

major glitches?

A: I think I was very fortunate in the fact that, living in Moab, we had balanced boards.

When I’m saying balanced, that’s politically, religious background, etc. We really did

have some awfully strong boards that understood the role of being policy makers as

opposed to administrators. I never had a board that tried to be the administrator. Good

policy boards. Some were stronger than others. And just some very good people that

wanted the very best for the kids. I think I was extremely fortunate. I know I listened to

horror stories told by superintendents of the pettiness of boards. It could be really bad. I

was extremely fortunate during my tenure to work with some very good boards.

Q: During this time, were you involved with politics, clubs, other things around

town, or was that pretty much the job.

A: The superintendency is extremely time consuming. I spent a lot of time at evening

meetings, on the telephone at my home, those kinds of things. I did belong to Rotary. I

belonged to Elks for a while and said that’s one more than I can keep up with. The nature

of the job says to you, “Stay out of politics.” You have to be someone in a neutral enough

position that you can meet with and relate to whomever. In a small town also, your social

life is very restricted. It was easier for Lyn and me to stay home than to go and listen to
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someone complain about Mrs. Brown’s history class. And so, it was just a lot easier to

get a good book.

Q: Are you active in church?

A: No, I’m not, but Lyn is very active. My very background… my grandfather was a

hard-shelled Baptist from Arkansas and helped start the Baptist Church in Moab. So we

had that division in my home life. My father, later in life, joined the LDS church and

married  Mother in the Temple, but church didn’t take well with me. I’ve never been

active. I was baptized but never been active in the LDS church.

Q: When did you retire?

A: I retired in 1988.

Q: And since then, you’ve had a lot of fun?

A: Yes, I have. I’ve traveled. I’ve thoroughly enjoyed my retirement. We stay very busy,

and we have lots of different kinds of things we like to do. I play a great deal of golf.

Q: When did you get into golf?
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A: I’ve played golf since my college days. But I really didn’t have time to play it like I

can now. It’s too bad I’m too old to play it well, but I play a lot of golf. We travel to see

our grandkids and spend time with our kids, all of them. We especially enjoy our

grandkids; they have been a real delight.

Q: In addition to the museum board, you are on the golf club board?

A: The Golf Club Board of Directors. I’ve been on that for about seven years, maybe

eight.

Q: So you were there when they expanded?

A: No, I came on after they opened the additional nine holes, probably about the middle

90s. I can’t remember for sure, in 1995, that area.

Q: Do you enjoy that?

A: Yes, I do. Because there are lots of opportunities to do something, and I enjoy the

camaraderie and exchange of ideas.

Q: There are some things I’d like to specifically go over. This is part of the Boom

Times questionnaire we are doing for this particular group of oral histories. Since

you were already living in Moab, what I’d like to talk about are your jobs and or
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your parents’ jobs before the boom. You said that your dad was into real estate and

this was very much impacted by the boom. You were still in the service then?

A: Yes, I left here in May of 1951. (Charlie’s discovery was in 1952-3) However, I knew

about that and how it impacted Moab. Moab was a community of 900 people when I left.

When I came back from Korea, it was a community of about 8,000 people. It was an

entirely different community. I didn’t know anybody. When I left here, I knew everybody

and everybody’s kids and who they were related to. I was the only person in town who

wasn’t related to everybody in town. When I left here, the jobs I would get were service

stations, picking peaches, those kinds of jobs available to a kid in summertime. When I

came back there were all kinds of jobs. I was discharged and five days later I had a job

with Moab Drilling. I’d never been on a drilling rig in my life. But there were jobs. When

they built the Atlas mill, the guys that came home from World War II suddenly had a

payroll outside of the family business. Those were the immediate impacts. Plus the face

of the community was changing. There were new buildings; there was sprawl and

squalor, a trailer behind every tree.  It wasn’t all good in that respect. There was purpose

and there was money. And I’ve always said that one of the strongest things that happened

during the uranium boom was the leadership that came with the big companies, the

presidents of those companies, the vision they had, the money they had, not only the

payrolls that they provided but the health insurance programs, the recreation programs,

just the leadership that went in from their companies and their presence. I think it was of

tremendous value during the uranium era. The Potash and all of those kinds of
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developments, there were a lot of those people who were highly educated, highly skilled,

and people oriented. It was great for Moab.

Q: What did your dad think of all this in relation to the real estate business?

A:  My dad had a hard time realizing that the properties that he had sold three years ago

were now worth five times as much. It was an adjustment for him.  He was arriving at the

later years of his career. He had some questions whether he wanted to try to compete with

the young lions. He did that well enough, but I don’t know that he was ever as happy with

the way business was conducted then as the way business was conducted in his hey day:

much more gentlemanly, much more quiet, not cutthroat. Those kinds of things bothered

my dad. He was able to meet people well and do all those things, but I’m not sure he was

entirely comfortable with the increased business pressure.

Q: Where specifically did you live when you came back from the service-during the

boom time era?

A: When I came back before I was married, we rented a house next to my mother and

father-in-law in a house that they had built for their daughter who had since moved to

Salt Lake.

Q: Where would that be, approximately?
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A: Third East and Second North, by the old Baptist church, up that street and next to

where Nate Knight lives, up that way. There is the Baldwin house and the Young house

and then this other little house.

Q: Inalyn’s parents had come from….?

A: They moved to Moab in 1939 and bought the South Mesa Ranch and they bought this

house in town so the kids could go to school in the wintertime.

Q: What were the general living conditions in terms of the homes that people

moving in lived in, the rentals, trailers, etc.?

A: I think there were some very difficult living conditions when people were coming in

and trying to find space; whether it was a used trailer or an apartment. You know, there

wasn’t a lot of housing in Moab. When you had 900 people, everybody had their own

house and they didn’t have a lot of other stuff. I think a lot of people that came in found

rather meager living conditions until they built Mountain View Subdivision and

Westwood Subdivision on the other end of town and Walker Subdivision. There wasn’t a

lot of good housing.  In Mountain View and Walker, the houses were little three-bedroom

houses. You have a tough time turning around. You can’t pass each other in the hallways.

I think people coming in found living conditions very bleak in Moab. Acceptance wasn’t

that good. There was a hard core of people in town that didn’t want people here. Just like

any other little town in the world. And some of that still exists, as you know. People saw
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payrolls for the first time and there was a whole set of social issues that wouldn’t quit.

From anger to happiness to good times to bad times, the whole bit.

Q: What was the impact of the newcomers in terms of stores, restaurants,

electricity, sewers, gas, the whole bit?  How did this evolve from your perspective?

A: Well, you could wait half a day to make a long distance call. The telephone lines and

everything were impacted with too many people and too few services. And that wears on

people; however, growth is a lot easier to deal with than cutting back. Depression is a lot

tougher on people. So people put up with a lot of those inconveniences and of course they

traveled and shopped in other areas. But for Moab itself, the resources were taxed to the

maximum. They cause their own particular kinds of problems when that happens.

Q: Where did you shop for groceries?

A:  Millers, the old Millers Store and then later when they moved out to their shop where

Walker Drug is, that area.

Q: Gas stations?

A: Gas stations were Robertson Brothers and Utah Gas on the corner where the Best

Western Motel is. Again, it’s too few services and too many people. It happened like the

boomtowns that you read about. That happened to Moab. Moab became a boomtown and
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that did not lend itself well to a smooth transition from a light agricultural lost

community to a world-known boomtown.

Q: Was this the time when they realigned Main Street?

A:  In about 1955-56 they took the road on through past our property. That was major

then. One thing it opened up a lot more ground for sale for commercial use, instead of

just an isolated farm over there. We could no longer farm. I owned the lot where the

Pizza Hut sits. And I sold that lot for $2,000 in 1954.

Q: Doesn’t that get you now?

A: I was so happy because I had tuition money and everything.

Q: How did you see the newcomers and their ideas (because they were coming from

such diverse backgrounds) as impacting the social norms here, clubs, religion, kids

in schools?

A: I think in general that Moab handled that as well as any little community would have

done and probably much better than most little Utah communities because, first of all,

Moab was never a solid LDS community. It was settled instead of colonized. That made

all the difference in the world, because we had different backgrounds. I think that made it

easier. Just the influx of people impact on, “I can’t get to my mailbox, there are too many
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people in front of me,” those kinds of issues where there are just numbers. I think

numbers overwhelmed more than theology or political thought. There were

disagreements in those kinds of things, but probably much easier to deal with than you

would have found in Logan or in Cedar City at the time.

Q: Did you interact at all with neighboring communities, Monticello, Green River,

and Blanding?

A: Basically the interaction during the uranium time, outside of the school athletic

programs and the families that had relatives in both Monticello and Blanding (like Lyn

had) I don’t know that there was any “Let’s share the cost of a community welfare

program” or a bridge or things of that nature. There wasn’t that kind of interaction.

Monticello and Blanding were going through some of their own growth changes and

struggling to beat heck with those. I personally was not involved with anything to the

uranium boom and community interactions.

Q: What about the impact the government agencies, the parks, BLM, Forest Service

started making on the area as it became developed?

A: I don’t remember associating any of those agencies necessarily with the uranium

boom. The BLM was an outgrowth of the Taylor Grazing Act and it became much more

important in the lives of friends of mine, like Mr. Taylor who owned cattle and the

families that I knew that interacted. The leasing agreements of course, the miners had
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concerns about the ability to get to properties or to lease properties whatever the case

may be. All of the agencies grew rapidly, but so did all the agencies in Washington D.C.

so I don’t know. Maybe it was simply the middle fifties and the ten years following

World War II that things just mushroomed in all respects to government control,

government interests, you have to have five forms to do whatever. I don’t know that the

uranium industry per se impacted that near as much as just the sociology and change in

the United States government.

Q: Do you feel that the BLM leaned in favor of the money and the miners, the

potential there, versus the previous users, the grazers, and the stockmen?

A: I think the BLM and the Forest Service, the agencies, per se, have always swung with

those who make the greatest amount of noise. Regardless of whether it’s the cattlemen or

the bikers or whomever, that’s human nature. The agency is saying, “If there are more

bikers using this piece of ground than cattlemen, we’ve got to look at the majority.”

Democracy is supposed to be based on majority so I think more than saying at this time if

miners swayed the BLM, they probably did because that was what was taking place in

big numbers and important numbers. Later that would change. I think we are in the last

days of open range for cattlemen. At some point we are not going to have permits issued

to use the range. I think that is just going to be a lost cause. Economically it’s not the best

thing in the world now. I think the agencies catered to a degree and examined policies on

who was making the big noise; who was in power at the time and what was going on. I’m

not sure it was ever a conscious thing to swing one way or another.
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Q: What do you consider the best and the worst things about living in Moab both

then and now?

A: I’ve always enjoyed the ability to get in my pickup and be out in the boondocks in

fifteen minutes and have a picnic with my family. In Kansas you can’t do that. You’re on

somebody else’s wheat farm. I’ve enjoyed the isolationism and the lack of hectic turmoil.

I spend three days in Las Vegas and I’m worn out from noise and people and traffic. I

live right in the world where I want to live. I think that is the best part, although I hate to

use the term, it’s what I mean by lifestyle. I’ve enjoyed being comfortable with my

surroundings and enjoying being out there. I think there are some restrictions. I see the

kinds of programs that are available to my four-year-old grandson in Vegas. He could

choose from a variety of athletic coaching that is good coaching. He could choose all

kinds of musical instruction, after-school musical programs and reading programs, all

those things that are not available here. He has an extension that is almost unlimited

which I see as a drawback to kids living here. You can always overcome those. I’ve never

felt short-changed for that.  I saw a little girl play the piano in Las Vegas the other day

and she had a professional piano teacher at her beck and call. Those kinds of things are

the drawbacks to kids in Moab, the extension kind of activities that are not available to

our students or our young people starting to make choices and growing up.

Another best thing is I knew where my kids were. I’m concerned for my son in

Vegas.  He’s going to have a full-time job knowing where his kids are in that multitude of

activities of people and events. My kids were tied to a school, to a section of the

community, to someplace I could get to in five minutes if I needed to be. That’s an
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advantage of living here for me. I look at most of the advantages being tied to raising my

children. Now, of course, my annual green fees are only just about three times as much as

I paid to play for one day in Vegas. That’s a real benefit.

Q: I thank you for your time.
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